By Eugene Nielsen

Masters of Defense (M.O.D.) has
become one of the pre-eminent
makers of high-end tactical knives.
S.WA.T. recently received a sample of
the company's latest knife—the CQD
Mark V ATAC (Advanced Tactical
Combat) fixed-blade fighter. The MK
V is the latest collaboration between
Spec Ops trainer Duane Dieter and tac-
tical knife authority/M.O.D. CEO Jim
Ray. The MK V won the "Overall
Knife of the Year" award at the 2001
International Blade Show in Atlanta—
the industry's highest honor,

I first spoke with Ray about the MK
V while the knife was still in the proto-
type stage. At that time, Ray expressed
a concern that, given its many unique
design features, some might erroneous-
ly see the new knife as a "fantasy
knife." This concern appears to have
been unfounded. Ray reports that most
of the first production run went to an
elite German special forces unit.

The MK V fixed blade is the third
knife in the CQD series, augmenting
the two CQD folders. According to
Ray. form followed function in the
design of the knife. Although the
appearance of MK V is quite distinc-
tive, each of the design features has a
specific, practical purpose.

The MK V has an overall length of
12.87-inches, with a 6.87-inch blade
length and .225-inch blade thickness.
The blade material is A-2 high carbon
steel. A-2 is an exceptionally tough,
fine-grained tool steel. It's easily
sharpened in the field and has excellent
flexibility and wear resistance,

M.O.D. cryogenically tempers and
hardens the blade to RC 60. The cryo-
genic tempering process employed by
M.O.D. is an extension of the heat-
treating process. It significantly
improves the performance of the steel,
greatly increasing the durability and
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The CQD MK V ATAC is a radical, new, fixed-blade fighter from Masters of Defense. The MK
V won the "Overall Knife of the Year" award at the 2001 International Blade Show.
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